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In the vear 1939, Miss Rebecca 
Torner left a $12,000.00 bequest to the 
City of Terre Haute. From this. the 
Torner Fund was created to seek atype 
of community project for the benefit of 
neighborhoods and patrons of the city. 
The spacious brick house at 1107 
South Fourth Street was purchased at 
Hic time aih The Toney from the fund. 
After considerable experimental work 
with the bovs and girls. the Torner 
House was opened to the public as a 
Community House. After 1939. 
problems arose and it was determined 
that older boys who visited the house 
were vandalizing it. After this was 
discovered, only little boys and girls 
were allowed to go to the Torner 
House. In 1915. the Girls’ Club re- 
ceived their charter and the house was 
officially named the Torner Girls’ 
Club. 

On November 1, 1983, the Torner 
Girls’ Club moved its offices out of the 
Torner House and into the YWCA 
building in Fairbanks Park. Deterior- 


ation of the Torner House and the want , 


to start new outreach programming 
were cited as reasons for the move. 
The Terre Haute Park and Recrea- 
tion Department held a public auction 
on February 11, 1984 at the Torner 
House. The Eagles Club of Terre 
Haute purchased the property for the 
sum of $83.000.00. The City Council 
placed the income from the sale of the 


property in a aial non-reverting 
account for the new proposed Torner 
Community Center to be erected in 
Deming Park. 

Ms. Carolyn W. Gurman, one of the 
last surviving heirs to Rebecca Torner, 
felt that the money would be well spent 
for a new Community Center that 
would provide various activities for all 
citizens of Terre Haute and the sur- 
rounding communities. In discussing 
the possibilities with Ms. Gurman, the 
Park Board felt that a new facility 
would greatly enhance recreational 
opportunities for local residents. 

The Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment sent out several proposals to local 
business and industry early, in 1984 
and raised an additional $42,000.00 for 
the building of the Torner Center. 
Sanders and Associates designed the 
new facility which was constructed by 
Earl C. Rodger and Associates. 

The Torner Center has approx- 
imately 4.000 square feet of space to 
include the following rooms: conces- 
sion. computer, pottery and ceramics, 
arts and crafts, photography lab, 
community room, restrooms and office. 
The Park and Recreation Department 
will be offering year-round recreation 
programming for the first time in its 
seventy-five vear history. 

We are very proud of our new facility 
which we feel greatly adds to and 
compliments Deming Park and Terre 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Come Labor Day, Terre Haute 
parks may have two new showcases 
nearing final form, a new communi- 
ty building at Deming Park and a 
Hulman Links clubhouse. 

Parks Superintendent Pat Ralston 
said Friday he expects ground to be 
broken within two weeks for Torner 
Community Center at Deming Park. 

About $23,000 already has been 
donated for the center, which is 
estimated to cost $100,000. An 
anonymous contributor donated 
$17,000; Eli Lilly and Co. added 
$5,000; and Mutual Federal Savings 


— 
loewze CEwrer 


VARKS 


Deming P 


Bank, $1,000, Ralston said. 

Most of the financing will come 
from $83,000 the city received from 
the March sale of the old Torner 
Girls Club, 1107 S. Fourth St. 

The 5,000-square-foot Torner 
Center will replace a concession 
stand in the heart of Deming Park. 
Space will become available for park 
programs and classes, including 
painting, arts and crafts, pottery, 
photography and computer training. 

The largest area will be allocated 
as an all-purpose room available for 
public rental. 

Local architectural firm Sanders 
and Associates is to release bid 
specifications next week. Construc- 
tion should take 60 days. Completion 
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both scheduled for Labor Day: 


is expected to coincide with J 
readying of a $400,000, privately 
funded Hulman Links clubhouse. 

Ralston said he has asked fund- 
drive chairmen Doug Grim, Fred 
Rubey and Bud Perry to try for 
another $52,000 to go along with 
$379,000 already raised for the 
clubhouse. That amount is needed to 
complete the project. 

Meanwhile, Ralston said a 
clubhouse advisory committee is 
leaning toward setting up a not-for- 
profit corporation to manage a 
restaurant/lounge concession for the 
clubhouse. Ralston said local at- 
torney Robert L. Wright has offered 
to file incorporation papers for the 
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not-for-profit entity as a contribution 
to the clubhouse effort. 

Ralston said the committee has 
decided against pursuing a three- 
way liquor license for the clubhouse 
concession. A $20,000 to $25,000 cost 
to the corporation to buy a three-way 
license is too steep so the corpora- 
tion will seek an estimated $2,000 
two-way license for sale of beer and 
wine. 

The advisory commmittee, made 
up of Ralston, Grim, Rubey, Perry 
and Parks Board President Kenneth 
Coy, will have a firm recommenda- 
tion readied for parks board ap- 
proval sometime this month on the 
lounge/concession management. 
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Torhér Building may shrink, 
as bids ekéééd budget funds 


Park officials Thursday were 
faced with scaling back plans for a 
new Torner Community Center at 
Deming Park, after construction 
bids opened earlier this week 
exceeded budgeted amounts. 

Local architect Dan Sanders of 
Sanders and Associates, 2822 Put- 
nam St., said the new center will be 
reduced by 800 square feet to about 
4,600 square feet to stay within a 
$105,000 budget. 

Among construction bids opened 
Tuesday were Earl Rodgers and 
Associates, West Terre Haute, 
which bid $142,800; Maher Roofing 
and Siding, 1044 N. 10th St., 
$146,716; and Shelton Hannig 
Construction Inc., 815 Swan St., 
$166,899. 

A rebidding, possibly in two or 
three weeks, will delay the 90-day 
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construction project about a month, 
pushing a projected completion 
date into the fall, Sanders said. 

A concession building in the 
heart of Deming Park will be 
knocked down to make way for the 
new Torner Center. 

The center is funded privately 
with $85,000 coming from the sale 
of the Torner Girls Club, Fourth 
Street and College Avenue, which 
had been willed to the city. 

The center will be used as a 
programy building for conducting 
ee-generating classes in com- 
puters, arts and crafts and 
ceramics. Cross-country skiing and 
skating will be conducted from the 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


~ For the second time in three 
months, the low bid for construct- 
ing the Torner Community Center 
in Deming Park is higher than the 
city Parks Department’s $108,000 
= budget for construction. 

= Parks superintendent Pat 
-Ralston said Friday it is likely the 
R city will negotiate with the low 
- bidder instead of letting bids a 
“third time, which would further 

delay the project. 

Three sealed bids opened Thurs- 
day in the Colle.. Park Pavilion 
included: 

e C.H. Garmong & Son Inc., 1000 
. 14th St., with a base bid of 
$152,468. 

@ Earl C. Rodgers & Associates, 
205 National Ave., West Terre 
Haute, with a base bid of $157,200. 
_.@ Maher Bros. K&G Roofing, 
‘1044 N. 10th St., with a base bid 
“of $139,919. 

* Alternate bids to construct a pole 
barn and a solar water-heating 
system also were sought. 

. All three bidders submitted an 
adjustment for a solar 
water-heating system. Including 
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Torner bid too high 
again for park budget 


such a solar system would reduce 
Garmong’s base bid by $8,803; 
reduce Rodgers’ base bid by $3,800 
and add $4,000 to Maher’s base bid. 

Construction of the pole barn 
would reduce Rodgers’ base bid by 


$2,500. Garmong and Maher did 
not submit bids on that alternate. 

Plans for the center designed by 
local architect Dan Sanders of 
Sanders and Associates, 2822 Put- 
nam St., earlier were scaled down 
when bids opened July 17 exceeded 
budgeted amounts. At that time, 
Rodgers bid $142,800; Maher 
$146,716 and Shelton Hanning 
Construction Inc., 815 Swan St., 
$166,899. 

Rescaled plans shrunk about 800 
square feet from the center or- 
iginally designed as 5,000 square | 
feet. The center is funded privately 
with $85,000 from sale of the 
Torner Girls Club, Fourth Street — 
and College Avenue, which had | 
been willed to the city. 

Rebidding has delayed the 
90-day construction project. A con- 


` cession building in the heart of 


Deming Park will be razed to 
accommodate the center. 

The plans will be scrutinized for 
possible changes which would re- 
duce -construction costs without 
further shrinking the center's size. 
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WO Wane unerntendant- Pat 
¿City Parks Superintendent Pat 
Iston said “three has got to be a 

“charm” in attempts to bring con- 

_ struction bids for a proposed 

“Dorner Community Center at Dem- 

nig Park in line with a $105,000 

privately funded budget. 

vej¢The parks board, in a regular 

- meeting Tuesday, adopted a resolu- 

tion approving a final construction 
design and project rebidding. 

Bids will be scheduled for open- 
img early next- month for the 
project, whose original completion 
date was expected around Labor 

s. Day, Ralston said. 

gmiThe October letting will mark 

{sthe third time in which bids have 

been solicited for the project. 

Financing for it comes mainly from 

atthe sale of the former Torner Girls 

t: Club, Fourth Street and College 

»eAvenue, which netted $85,000. 

‘cr, Maher Bros., K&G Roofing, 1044 

“NM, 10th St., submitted the 

upreviously low bid of $139,919 on 

: Sept. 13, down from a previously 
low bid of $142,800 submitted by 

«Earl C. Rodgers & Associates, 205 

~National Ave., West Terre ES 

won July 17. y 


Original plans were scaled down 
by 800 square feet from 5,000 
square feet. 

Ralston told board members that 
an unspecified local business, 
awaiting parent-company ap- 
proval, has expressed interest in 
donating $10,000 to the project. 

In other action, two resolutions 
affecting the nearly completed, 
privately funded Hulman Links 
clubhouse were adopted. 

Change orders amounting to 
$4,401 were adopted for the 
clubhouse. Hulman Links green 
fees collected during an Oct. 7 golf 
tournament,- less cart fees, will go 


toward “the clubhouse. Fees~ 


normally go to the city. 

Ralston said 500 letters have 
been sent seeking entrants for the 
$100-a-round scramble-style 
tournament. Ralston added he is 
hopeful 50 persons will sign up, 
bringing total clubhouse contribu- 
tions to $405,000. 

The clubhouse is to be dedicated 
on a_yet-to-be-decided date 
sometime at the end of September. 

Ralston, quoting Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos, told board members that 
$150, 000 will be set aside in 1985 
for irrigating Rea Park. 

“If we get that, Rea Park will 
become a garden Spot, ” Ralston 
predicted 
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‘By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


- The City Parks and Recreation 
Department picked up ‘another 
‘$5,000 donation for the partially 
completed $125,000 Torner Com- 
‘munity Center at Deming Park. 
= The donation, through the West 
‘Central Indiana Economic De- 
velopment District, is from Atlantic 
‘Richfield Foundation, Parks 
‘Superintendent Pat Ralston told 
‘board members during a regular 
‘meeting Tuesday. 
2 The money will help restore 
some fixtures that were lopped off 
‘from an engineering design in 
“October so the center’s construc- 
‘tion costs would meet budget. The 
‘center is scheduled to be open 
“before Jan. 1. r 
In other meeting matters, 
“Ralston said he will recommend to 
‘a department advisory board to 
readvertise for an owner of a 
sbeer-wine license to operate a 
‘restaurant/lounge concession in 
»the new Hulman Links Clubhouse. 
’ Three proposal have been sub- 
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prospective operators supplying 
their own equipment. The depart- 
ment has since acquired some 
equipment. 

Ralston is hopeful the advisory 
board can have an operator picked 
by Jan. 1, allowing enough time for 
that person to set up shop by 
spring. “2 

The clubfloyse is scheduled for 
official dedication Nov. 30, but 
major contributors will be given a 
tour Nov. 29. 

Board members apprayed a re- 
solution cutting $12 gréé@h fees in 
half on Mondays and ‘edays 
before 10:30 a.m. to boost ply at 
Hulman Links during those times. 
In addition, Ralston said season 

asses for both Hulman Links and 

a Park are on sale in the 
Hulman Links Clubhouse. ea 

The board also amended Rea 
Park user fees approved last week, 
making persons over age 65 pay 
only $75 instead of $85 for a season 
ticket. 7 i rit 

‘In other action: 

è The board approved a plan to 

expand a maintenance building. 
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rrently under construction at 
Rea Park, from 1,800 square feet to 
2,160 square feet. Some $10,000 in 
federal revenue-sharing funds will 
cover the cost of both the building 
and expansion. 

@ Ralston said he gave Indiana 
State University the OK to submit 
Huiman Links as a prospective site 
the the 1986 Midwest Regional 
National Collegiate Athletic As- 
sociation cross-country cham- 
pionships. Ralston added that the 
department is conferring with local 
track clubs on possibly setting up 
a cross-country course at Deming 
Park. s 

e Proposals will be solicited for 
bolstering an aging fleet of golf 
carts at Hulman Links. The de- 
partment is looking into a lease 
arrangement, allowing cart 
ownership to eventually revert to 
the city. e move is aimed at 
trading in 24 of the 50 carts and 
increase the total to 60 without 
having to make a big downpay- 
ment, Ralston said. 

e@ Some $1,000 has been spent 
refurbishing a donated caboose 
currently situated in Dobbs: Park. 
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New Torner Center „s | 
dedicated at Deming — 


Community spirit made the 
Torner Community Center 
possible, Patric alston, 
parks superintendent, said Tues- 

ay afternoon during dedication 
ceremonies in Pa 

For the first time in its 75-year 
history, the Parks Department will 
be offering year-round recreational 
programming, Ralston said. 

“Without the generosity of 
Carolyn Gurman [only surviving 
heir of the Torner Club) and others 
in the community, this project 
would not have been possible,” said 
Ralston, adding that Mayor P, Pete 
Chalos was the best captain that 
“this ship ever had.” 

“We now have a modern building 
that ie accessible and available to 
the children of our city,” Chalos 
said. “I don’t know about being 
captain of the ship, but I do know 
that if there weren't someone out 
there to pull the oars, we wouldn't 
go very far.” 

The 4,000-square-foot building 
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contains four classrooms to accom- 
modate computer teaching, pottery | 
and art classes and photography. It _ 
also has a concession stand, com- i 
munity room, restrooms and an 
office, / 

The new center cost about 
$125,000, with all the funding 
coming from community donations ~ 
and the sale of the Torner property - 
on South Fourth Street, Ralston! 


said. 

On Feb. 11, 1984, the park 
department conducted an auction 
at Torner House. The Eagles Club 
of Terre Haute purchased the 
property for $83,000 and the City. 
Council placed the income from the 
sale in a special non-reverting fund 
for the then-proposed center. : o 

Ralston also revealed that future ` 
Parks Department plans include 
an icaakatiiio rink, possibly at 
Fairbanks Park, and a ateralichs 
complex at an undisclosed park; 
nite. i 
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Lonely: Addition to Deming Park's offerings looks for more traffic from citizens. 


Torneg. Genter hidden treasure 
community, parks aide claims 
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Torner Community Center 
would be a greater attraction if 
citizens knew it was in the heart of 
the eastside Deming Park assis- 
tant city recreation director Gary 
Richards says. 

“So pit people don’t know we 
exist,” said Richards in a recent 
interview from his office in the 
attractive brick- and brown-sided 
5,000-square-foot building next to 
the miniature railroad. The center 
is very much off the beaten path 
and has been in operation one year. 

The center houses a computer 


room with a dozen computers, a 
pottery room with numerous pot- 
tery wheels, a room where budding 
artists learn the intricacies of 
painting, a darkroom for photo- 
graphy and the large Fort Harrison 
room for meetings. 

Richards said the computer room 
and darkroom can be rented for $2 
an hour. The Fort Harrison room, 
equipped with a stove, refrigerator 
and freezer, is $20 for four hours 

Torner is open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. All man- 
ner of goodies are dispensed from 
a concession stand during summer. 
It’s also open 9 am. to 6 p.m. 
weekends during summer. 

Richards said summer programs 
for children include a computer 


camp, painting and exercise. 

Gloria Etheridge is enrolled in 
the oil painting class for adults. 

“This is something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” said Etheridge, 
whose children are grown. “It’s a 
great opportunity.” 

Richards said people interested 
in teaching a course at the center 
this summer in quilting, floral 
decoration, ceramics or some 
similar hobby should contact him 
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ca Torner who in 1939 | 
$12,000 bequest to the city. From 
that a Torner Fund was 
established for a facility that would 
benefit children. 


